
Ramsey High School 
Summer Reading 2017 
 

Incoming Grade 9 Honors Students 
 
Inherit the Wind is a 1955 play written by Jerome Lawrence and Robert Edwin Lee.  Inherit the 
Wind is a fictionalized account based on the famous Scopes "Monkey Trial" which took place in 
Tennessee in 1925. The fictional story take place in the 1920’s where a Tennessee schoolteacher 
Bertram Cates (Dick York) is put on trial for violating the Butler Act, a state law that prohibits 
public school teachers from teaching evolution instead of creationism. Drawing intense attention 
in the media with writer E. K. Hornbeck (Gene Kelly) reporting, two of the nation's leading 
lawyers go head to head: Matthew Harrison Brady (Fredric March) for the prosecution, and 
Henry Drummond (Spencer Tracy) for the defense. 
 
ASSIGNMENT FOR REQUIRED READING: Students should take notes in the text using 
the guidelines in “How to Mark a Book” by Mortimer J. Adler. (Essay can be found online at 
http://chuma.cas.usf.edu/~pinsky/mark_a_book.htm)  If the student does not own the text, 
he/she should take notes as directed in a journal or notebook. 
 
Students should annotate while reading and respond to the journal/discussion questions. Well 
thought out responses are expected.  Each question will require multiple paragraphs to 
completely answer - please create a Google document for your answers which will be 
submitted to turnitin.com on the first day of school. 
 

1.  Discuss the quote that Matt Brady uses at the prayer meeting (Proverbs: 12:29) “He that 
troubleth his own house shall inherit the wind.”  What does this quote mean, how does it 
relate to the main themes of the movie, why is it such an important quote that it was 
chosen as the title of the film. 

2. What is the significance of the song “give me that old time religion.”  How does the “old 
religion” differ from Catholicism?  Why are the townspeople afraid of ideas such as 
evolution? 

3. Cates said”religion is supposed to comfort people, not frighten them to death.”  React to 
this statement (agree, disagree) and then discuss what exactly this quote means. 
Additionally compare this quote with your concept of official church teachings regarding 
heaven and hell. 

4. Discuss how Cates’ quote compares to Hornbeck’s quote “It is the duty of a newspaper 
to comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable.”  Find two articles in the newspaper 
that reflect Hornbeck’s philosophy and describe how the articles relate to his philosophy. 

5. List what religious philosophies each of the six major characters (Bert Cates, Henry 
Drummond, Brady, Rachel, Rev. Brown, Hornbeck) believe in.  (Are they agnostic, 
atheist, or fundamentalist - be sure to include definitions of each of these beliefs).  Be 
sure to support your answers - some character’s beliefs are harder to figure out than 
others.  

6. Is de-evolution possible?  (Remember the monkey smoking a cigarette).  Answer in 

http://radicalacademy.com/adlermarkabook.htm.)


terms of what Darwin said on the topic.  
7. How does Darwin’s theory of natural selection compare to the beliefs of the Catholic 

Church?  How do they compare to the beliefs Fundamental Christians? 
8. On the witness stand, Brady asked Rachel if Cates had left her father’s church.  Rachel 

replied “Bert left the church, but he didn’t abandon God.”  If one remain faithful to God 
while rejecting the church, then what is the purpose of religion?  What does the church 
offer that is of real value? 

9. At the end of the play, Henry says, “Don’t you understand the meaning of what 
happened here today?”  What really did happen in that courtroom that was so important 
as to capture world-wide attention and still be remembered 70 years later as a milestone 
in American history? 

10. The final verdict was that Bert was guilty, but what was he guilty of?  Matthew Brady 
won the case yet felt rejected and died of a heart attack six days later.  Who were the real 
winners and losers of this case?  Support your answers. 

 
 

The course requires that students reflect on the historical and social context in which the play 
was written.  The students should read the following three articles before reading the actual 
play: 
 
 
Read and annotate 
 “Darwin’s Theory of Evolution - A Theory in Crisis” 
http://www.darwins-theory-of-evolution.com 
 
 “Scopes Guilty, Fined $100, Scores Law; Benediction Ends Trial, Appeal Starts; Darrow 
Answers Nine Bryan Questions” 
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0721.html#article 
 
“Remembering the Scopes Trial” 
http://www.history.com/news/90-years-ago-scopes-and-evolution-indicted-in-tennessee 
 
 

http://www.darwins-theory-of-evolution.com/

